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Secretary of State Jim Condos to Develop a “Vermont Transparency Tour”
for Government Officials
Montpelier – Secretary of State Jim Condos announced today that he is embarking on a “Vermont Transparency Tour” to
travel the state to help educate and train local and state government officials on the laws of the state regarding Access
to Public Records and Open Meetings.
He said at least 12 training sessions are envisioned this summer.
“A change of the culture and attitude towards access to public records and open meetings is necessary for both state
and local government,” Condos said.
“Open government is good government,” Condos stated in announcing the tour. “Distrust in government is not good
for our democratic process – the public has a right to know the truth about what the government is doing.”
Condos continues, “As new legislation designed to provide for greater transparency in public records and open
meetings progresses in the statehouse, it has become evident that local and state officials need training to better
understand the law.”
This week Condos approached the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, Vermont School Boards Association, Vermont
Municipal Clerks and Treasurers, American Civil Liberties Union, Common Cause, and the Vermont Press Association to
ask for their support of this endeavor. Condos is pleased to say that all have agreed that additional training is important
and support the idea of taking this on the road. Other groups will also be asked to endorse the plan.
While the training sessions are designed for all state and local government officials, they will be open to the public. The
initial idea is to schedule two sessions a day, for two days a week over a three or four week period. The locations will be
sprinkled across Vermont and will allow most government officials to be within an hour’s drive of at least two or more
sessions.
Jim Condos is Vermont’s Secretary of State, after serving eight years as a Vermont Senator from Chittenden County, 18
years on South Burlington City Council and 30+ years of private sector business experience.
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