Vermont Public Service Awards (VPSA)


Who qualifies for the VPSA?
A Guide To Nominating Local Officials  

MEETNG THE QUALIFICATIONS


In order to qualify for the Vermont Public Service Awards, the person being nominated must meet the following criteria.

· He or she has served their town for a total of twenty or more years. 
(see FAQ # 4)

· He or she has either been appointed or elected as a LOCAL PUBLIC official. 

Frequently Asked Questions

1. If a person has moved out of town, but meets the qualifications for the award, can he or she still be nominated?  YES!



2. Does a district representative or senator qualify for the award?  NO.  They are not considered local town officials but rather state officials.  They would only qualify if they have served as a local official (selectman, town clerk, etc.) in addition to being a district representative or senator.

3. What do you mean by local official?  A local official is anyone who has been appointed or elected to a public position in a town.

4. Can a person who has served both as town clerk and zoning administrator during the same ten years meet the criteria of twenty years or more?   NO.   A person who has served two or more different positions for the same period of time does not meet the qualifications for the award.   He or she must have served for a total of twenty individual years.  See example below.

POSITION

        Years of Service       Total Qualifying Years

Town Clerk


1970 – 1975
 
      5 years

Zoning Administrator

1970 – 1975
 
      0 years (dual position)
 

Selectman


1976 – 1985

      9 years

Treasurer


1976 – 1978

      0 years (dual position)

Lister



1977 – 1984

      0 years (dual position)

Zoning Administrator

1986 – 1990

      4 years

Town Clerk


1991 – 1999

      8 years
Total # years

    26 years


5. If a person volunteered with the fire department or other town organizations, does he or she qualify for the award?  YES. 
6. If the person is deceased, does he or she qualify for the award? NO (but there are exceptions, please contact Ginny Colbert at 828-2148).
