Conscience vs. Constituents

If I were a legislator, and if a bill came on an issue where I felt strongly one way, but the people I was representing wanted the opposite, what would I do?

First, I will attempt to find if my constituents are strongly for the opinion I have been hearing because if most of them are really in agreement with me, it will eliminate a difficult choice.  Often the only opinion a legislator hears is that of the most obnoxious side, not necessarily the side in the majority.  Edmund Burke said, "It is a general popular error to suppose the loudest complainers for the public to be the most anxious for its welfare." 

However, if they do not feel as I do, my next action is to explain my reasoning to them, and make sure they are in the position to receive all the information, not just one side of the issue.   Senator Clifford P. Case of New Jersey, in a conversation with my grandfather, said that his job was to communicate why he was voting the way he was and why he thought it was best.

Plato proclaimed that tyrants oppress uninformed people, and find it difficult to constrain the knowledgeable.
  It is my duty to keep the people I represent informed.  Of course, I will carefully check over the facts myself, too, as it would be irresponsible and foolish of me to blindly and self-importantly declare “I’m right, and you’re wrong.”  The people who are opposed to my original convictions think the same about their beliefs.

Even if the information I can give my constituents will not change their minds, if I still feel that voting differently is the way I should vote, I will feel forced to vote according to my conscience.  If they do not like my choice, they can choose not to reelect me.
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